1 / 20/72 

Jerry and Howard only. 

It woe; good to so>-' vary again after nil the tine exnco bin last visit, and better 
to neo how ha haci t ;roun into maturity* It too also good to be able to tall i things out with 
him at L .angth after all the lolrter-vrritihff, especially of recent months, He had hoped to 
inset Howard end to cot to Hew Iorl: f but the rec tape of the professional red-tape cutters 
fouled up bin schedule* lie had to go back to -hila on. business, not pleasure, and lias to 
leave there tomorrow a*n* 



One thing that has ;oradxlally be n gr owing on me has become more fixed, ©specially 
because Gary suggested it, recalling how 1 had sold I wan determined to do it several 
years ago* I am going to restrict ny correspondence still further, to eliminate entirely , 
to the degree that is possible, those who, regardless of my Hiring and respect for tliem, 
arc net actively woii&ng now * The past is no better than that* If this includes fine people 
whoso work we novel* it also meenc that I liav: to take time fror? work I art doing and they 
arc not, work tlint it bucs me not to cot done, to have accumulate, and as 1 have come to 
realize, it bugs no more when they moss Ijito things they no longer understand, end I don 1 1 
need any more disturb::; ices to cope with* 



Far ftl-i practical purposes, of those you know t is moans that for tlic most part I vri.ll 
be coiii'iniiiy nyoulf pretty .duch co correspondence with the two of you and Hoch. In some 
ways I had already begun to streamline a bit, to oXinliuitc minor tilings that over a period 
accumulate into time tJtiat oculd be used for other pu poses* AxLt is why Vn tuing the snail 
scrape of paper trimmed off eft or photocopying where there in no need for me to keep a 
record. Besides, ny files arc so overstaffed I’ve had to remove sone not uctibe end put them 
in boxes I hope I can find if I need them, 

A aclf-styled byt noub-productiva cii uic wry to me this week with a bunch of foolish 
questions about La t tiros r and that tiling. I didn t ozxswr it and I won’t. I* cither of you 
knows him* Ho is in 111 land* Gary end I had both written him that wo just don't have time 
for what lie seems not to realise is silliness* 'AaLr, time I an ignoring it* I got a letter 
from Cyril Tuesday that I regard as non-re r.ponaivs • I am not going to answer it, as he has 
so often not answered some cf rune* (Gary agrees it is non-rc sponaive , by fcii*. vny, for I 
had sent him a copy of my letter*) 

There arc subjects on which I an going to discontinue ny interest, at least for filing, 
which takes time and space. Those arc not tilings of outerest to you but vbat I have been 
collecting : in the hope of finding others with interest. 

Go, unless I specify othonri.ee, I’ll bo expecting that whatever I send you, cither, is 
restricted to Lho two of you. I just w:nt to avoid any kind of needless involvement run I do 
not want to have to concern myself with what you nay darc with it* I know some of up bettor 
than you, and I do expect tills. 

/.I though Gary had no professional relationship with Mod, he has seen enough of lied to 
be able, to form sane opinions* While I did not solicit these ora he did not offer thorn, 1 am 
now satisfied that I was right in ay expressed concern, that he Jinn some kind of optional 
problem* I think j-ou should be aware of this in th evtmt ho is in touch with you. It is not 
any one thing Gary said, and wc did not discuss hod os such, is the accunulation of little 
bits and pieces that persuade no. I lied seen whet I took to b .• such signs when be was liere, 
and I hn n thought before the last tine* Ily own ana entirely non-profeceioiril opinion 13 that 
in jxirt it cowon from being hem into wealth, in , art because having this wealth he hr.s florae 
to lack faith in the establishment , perhaps a kind of guilt feeling not recognized because 



of the unearned wealth and a kind of ostentation in hi 3 life while others have needs 
they cars 10 1 meet, and because of these things a IdLnd of lack of identity , of belonging 
xnaybe, an unrecognised fooling that he is in some kind of limbo between the two worlds 
which ray cans- liii to 1 mve a longini’ for sons thing to which he can at uch himself • I 
do not pretend competence as a shrink, anil I attribute no evil intent to ta bin, 
believing the opyoaito# But I an certain that ho ha:: so: jo kino jf eeotional problem or 
problem and while neither of you is of a type I would er.pect to do or say what could 
hurt him, I fed tliat for whatever it is wroth 1 should relay this caution# Ho was, by 
tho way, in touuh with cor^e of 11 the other side” long ago, before he jnei Lie, Gary said, 

and only in search of fact, nothing sinister# Ho talked to Specter, for example, and the 

little tiling tliat Sector did that gave he! permanent doubts is to reoonnend Sparrow^ 
tiny thing as th: boot work agniiurt the critics# To ned, this to cry that theiv was 
no scholarly anti; jeri tic work, thatVdf this little bit vras tlio best, and Sparrow dicin' t 
even have footnotes (in which, I prouuno, places great otore) , tlien thoro wan no 
real case again jt the critics, b^co so:ic of Ills doubts were resolved# 

With tho ld.nu of thing I an into in cone areas, things a bit touchy, 1 ifill feel 

hotter if you keep the idle chatter from troubling Ife Bell# This is not a business for 

idle chatter, anyway# Gfoonippin:; ic for tho back fence# Please try and renonbor tlie 
precept of the spooks, learned after long, hard, bitter and sometimes killing experience, 
that on things that can 'try any stretch of the imagination bo touchy or delicate, the basis 
is need to know. Howard does nofclatow as much as Jerry about the reaction by Cirahan to 
what I had sent hir.u lie did phono yesterday 7 , he uni: ijiforoativo, and when I cun get to 
it 1*11 lot jiK know what I cun# Ilcanwliilo, if you have to bar* your gums, there arc 
always girls# 

Otherwise, tliore is nothing new# I've not quite caught up on accunulatod filing but 
hope to so I can resuuu regular work tomorrow# 



Best, 



